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Considcrations on endemie species or Hieracilllll in the flora or 
Romania 

Ion SAIWU & Nico lac ~TI:FI\N 

Faclll lY 01' l3 io logy .. AI. I. C u!.,, ' Uni versil Y 01' l a ~ i , Roman ia 

Thc gellus t-/ieracillll/ is represenled by 239 species wi lhin Ihe Roma nian nora, thus hold ing the 
first place among a ll vasc u lar planl gene ra oeeurring in thi s Icrrilory. 

The Rom:J n ian rcprescntati ves 0 1' J-lieradlllll are ext remel y numcrous al1(l po lymorph ic. Due 10 
Ih is. thci r iden ti li cat ion is ve ry dif'lieult. T he unusuall y high !lumber 01'6 1 endemie species 0 1' 
J/ieracilllll fOll nel in thi s lerrilory is parl icli larl y Ilotcworlhy. It has bceoille ev ide nt Ihat Ihe 1110s t 
variab le 0 1' these are the spec ies anel hybrids o f seclion Pscuc!OSlellollteca (i'01ll the Rclez.1I MOll nta ins, 
whieh arc considcrcd 10 be a gc nuine genetic CCllt re. 

Mo rpho logica l dta racters scrv ing 10 dcl imil endemic species ha vc shown thai most o r lilese may 
havc resulted frolll hybrid isatio n between one or more parenls. 

Eeo logica1 ana lyses 0 1' endemie spec ics lo unt! in Roman ia re vea led that a lmost a ll are to be 
e llCOUnlereel in Ill ounlai llous regions of the Carpath ians at a lt illides between 1000- 1200 m. 

A spec ial status is held by the Reteza t MOll ntains, I'rolll where 32 01' Ihe endemie spec ies have 
beeil desc ribed , reprcsenl ing 52.4% 01' Ihe endemie Nieracilllll spcc ies in Ro mani a, fo ll o",ed by 
th c A pliseni MOllnta ins wi th 10 species ( 16.4%), the Gocle:lll ll MOli llta ins with 9 spec ies ( 14.8%). 
all el the ß uccgi MO ll ntains with 7 spccics ( 11.Y%). 

We considcr tha t thc dc limitation orelldemie spcc ies baseel ollillo rphologica l charae tcrs p lays 
an impon<lm role, however, <lt the preselll s tage or research th is is not enollgh an el must be enhanced 
by eytogcllc tie ancl illo lecular genctie research, wh ich ean confi rm thc ta xonomie position allel the 
origill c r }-Iiem cill ll/ spec ics, cspeeia ll y tha I 0 1' thc endcmie and hybrid spce ies. 

Fina ll y, we prcscnt a taxon elose 10 }-Iiemcill /JI. ;11/(":1'010 }cl'itomelltosll (Nv'\ lc) P.D.SElI_ (syn.: 
Pielros;lIlel'itomelllosa NvAIL. Hieraci lill/ lel'ilomelllOslI lII (NY AK.) Soo). an endem ie spceics rrol1l 
the Eastcrn Cnrpath ians, which was idellti fied in a vc ry sma ll area o rt he ßistr it e i Mo unta ins. in 
Petrosu l 'ßogolin' . 




