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S ince the co mple [ion 0 1' Flora Ellropaca over 20 years ago, [he re has been a re ma rkab le 
dcve lopmcn t in th e systematics 0 1' Europcan plants. A largc num ber o1'new taxa have been dcsc ri bcd 
ami a !lumbe r of regio na l Flo ras have been proclueed. which aclopt in many cases n llillio na l ralher 
than a European pcrspec[i vc. As a eonseq uenee. the consensus cstabl ishecl by Flora Ell l'Opaca has 
been lost. A rev is ion 01' the fi rst vo lumc of Flora EllrojJaca was publi shed in 1993, but adcc is io n 
was made not to rcvisc the o ther to ur vo lulll es in a s im ila r way. 

Ho wcvc r, thc Heed I'or an ag recd ta xo nomic fraillework for cOllservation, leg is l<lI ioll ami ot her 
purposes has !leve r been greate r than it is no\\'. Thcre forc. a broad ly based working gro up dec idcd 
to prescnt a projeet t a ll e e! Eu ro+ Mcd Plantl3ase . Thc aim o fth e proj ec[ is [ 0 o rga nisc, co-ord inate 
and makc availab le in a co ll aborati ve clee tron ic mode, in lo rmation o n thc planls 0 1' th e reg ions 
co"crcd by Flora Ell ropaea allel MedChecklisr and prov ide Ih is against an evalualed conse ll s ll<11 
taxo no mie core thai is period icall y rev icwed, Ihll5 prov iding a s ing le source and system 1'0 1' ob[aining. 

throug h I inked data bascs, in lo rmal ion 1'0 1' a wide vari elY o f use rs . 
A key compo nc nt o f lhe projcct w ill be an an reed taxono mie core. Thc core w il l cons is t o rill e 

se icnti fi c namc 0 1' c;lch taxon, Ihe au[hor CI tat ion, thc pb ce 01' pub I ica tion , Ihe bas ionYIl1 . sclce tcd 
synonyms. desc rip[io n (s tandard iscd for auto- trans la ti on) . g rowth fo rm. eco logy (habila t type ). 
phcno logy. d istrib ution (wo rl d-widc, w ithin th e reg ion anel by lerr ilO ries) , chromosolll e nu mbcr(s ) 
and p lo idy levcl(s) . da ta o n endemism ;md stat us 0 1' oec urrence. 

S li rroli nding the eo re data, there wi ll be a se t 01' 'beads' eons is ti ng 01' minima l sUlll1lla ri es of 
verili ed dat a on a ran ge 0 1' add it iona l IO pics such as d istri buti on Illaps . phytosoc io logy (leve l 01' 
alli ance and order). illus tra tions, biosyslemati cs , phytoehcllli stry, conserVallOll s tat us (na ti ona l 
ami glo bal fo llowing [l1 e IUCN calegories). lega l protect ion. economi e ami sc ic nlifi c impo rt ancc. 
e te . Thc . beads' wou ld bc hot-li nked 10 ' satc1 litc' data sets where more detai led info rmatio n wo uld 
be ava ilable (c,X amples include thc chrolllosome database in Patras. thc rare p la l1l informat ion 
database in Madrid , ,md the Atlas Flome Eumpeae data basc in I-Icls inki ). 

Euro+Med PlantBase is o rga ni scd as a dece l1lra lised I'e(!cral s[ ruct ure thro ug hout Ihe area . 11 
inc ludcs nat ional cCllt rcs. I'l:g iona l co-ordinil[ ing ccnlrcs , laxo nom ic co-ordina ting ce ll Lrcs , and 
co-operat ing institu t ions . Ed ito ri al panels w ill bc estab li shed fa r indi vidual fa milies, g ro ups 01' 

rc latcd farn ilics anel CVCIl 1'0 1' laxo nomicall y complicat cd gcncra . T heir rcspons ibi li ty w ill bc to 
ensure Iha l thc aeeount s o fthc g roups concerned are prcpared in acco rdancc w ith ag reeel ed itorial 
procedIIres a ll el 10 maillia inl iai son belwcen Ihe lILn hors and spec ial ists in the nati onal allel reg iona l 
ce ll[res ami check Ihal commclllS an el suggestions fro m th e111 ha vc been ta ke ll illlo aceount. My 
suggestio n is [0 cstab li sh such an edi to ria l pane l also 10 1' th c ge ll c ra llicm cillll/ and Pi/ose!/o 
invo lv ing the pan icipan ts 0 1' our wo rks hops. 

Älllongs t the outpU[S env isagcd from this projec[ are ( 1) A eonse ll sual S:vllolIYlll ic cO/l spec fIIs of 
rhe plal/ rs (~lrhe Euro- Medirerrallcal/ Regiol/ (ava il ab1c on Intern et ancl pcri ocl ica ll y rev ised ); (2) 
CD ROMs and ot hcr c!cc[ronic o utput s: (3) Il are! copy hand books. Flo ras . ill ustra tcd kcys, e tc . 




