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In reeent ycars sc ic lltili c "I-li c rac iology' Ilas gaincd s upport from a Ilumbe!" 01' workers and 
inslilulions. alld Ihc nOlOrioll sly dilTicult genus secms 10 cnvisagc !lew life aftc r a dcep t:1inl o ve r 
dccadcs. 

This Ill<lY stimulatc other bo tan ists 10 comlllcncc swdics in sp itc of frustration causcd by thc 
difTi culti cs 10 nltain rcliablc dctc rminat ions. Apart fro m nawrall y givcn diflicuhics prcsenlcd by 
apomixis orten (?) combincd with scxua li ty as well as hybridi sation , it is Ihe "burden' of Z,\IIN'S 
monumental mOtlogr:lph. whieh is hca vy cnough to di scourage not on ly use rs 1'1'0111 get1ing in lO a 
Illore intimatc touch w i[h thc numerous hawkwecds ofCentral Europe. 

J[ is , howevcr. t ime to try 10 o vereOllle Ihi s lInfortunatc situ'llion. Whal wc nced is an agreed 
((/xo l/olllica! collcep' fo r th e gellus, wh ic h aJJows to integrate <ln y se ielltilie ins ight (as pOO l' as it 
lllay be) wil11 taxonomie praetiee. Th is latte r wo rk has twa ends: (re- )defini ng taxa alld dClermining 
spee imens: ami it needs foell s ing al dilTe relll 1cvcJs, ndaptcd 10 different aims and lI ses . 

A I'eliable hieral'chical,\Y-Hem (evcn ifdcfcet ive) is nceessary la I' any scrioll s taxonomie work, 
and il shou ld be fo llowcd by any worke!". or <llllended wll ere ins lIf'1i e ie llt - prov isions ancn ncglected 
in our l imes 01' fragme nted knowledge ami research. O th e rwise, Ihere wi ll be no integration 01' 1lCW 

pcrecpIion and dcserib ing laxa wi ll dcgcncral c 10 individua l stam!' prillting. 
A ny user s hou ld havc aeecss to sueh a sys tem (by dclin itioll s, dcse ri pti o ns, kcys) al d ilTc rc ll t 

leve ls aeeording 10 hi s aims , may [hey bc sc ientific (by thc spcc ia li st as weil as the gene rali sl) 01' 

dctc rm incd by applied praelice. 
!\. projcc tion orsuch a (prov is iona l) system may be a check-lisl if thi s is nOI just an al phabetica l 

list 0 1' names but inc ludcs the frame ofh icrarchi ca l grou ping; il ma y stim ulatc fUrlhcr work pointing 
[0 omiss ions, e rrors , ete .. and adding ne w information. 

Such acheckl ist shotLId make it poss ib1c 10 eombinc prescnt know ledge w ith ZAIIN'S (anel hi s 
predecessors) he ritagc. T he mos t importallt poinl of the lnller secllls to IllC hi s and (NAEG EU-) 
PETI:H ' s efron 01' gro uping thc clclllcntary taxa (whatever taxono m ie rank [hey may bc given) in to 
eomprehensiblc. usab1c and mean ingfll l unit s . Apart from pree isc defini ti ons 01' th c formcr (th is 
Illay const itu te 'an unae hicved synthes is ') , it is particli larly the improvclllent and rc~defi tlition 01' 
the latter (may they bc callcd 'A rt en', 'Zwisl: hcnart cn', 'groups ' or whatevcr). wh ic h shou ld bc an 
important 1'0C llS or our taxonomie att enti on. These taxa will constitllte lhe supportin g bon es 01' thc 
ske lc ton Ihat wi ll havc to benr the tl esh in form ol'ava ilab1c und applicablc informati o n, ami ma y 
ca rry th is inlormalion Jo r future research crs as weil as fo r alhe!' pcop le not intimatc ly eonnec ted 
with thc Nierada. 

Ofcourse th c fo rmal diflieulties al so linked [0 ranks, up-to-date nOlllenclature , e te. wi ll ha ve to 
be managed w ith these eflo rl s. bu t may play a seeondary ro le. 




